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Katherine is a Licensed Professional Planner and project manager
with experience in all aspects of land use planning. As sole owner
and principal of Sarmad Planning Group, Katherine is involved in
every aspect of project management and responsibility. She has
technical expertise in GIS mapping. 

PROJECT EXPERIENCE

Before founding Sarmad Planning Group, Katherine previously held
positions at a dynamic land use and engineering firm, as well as
the Director of Planning for the Township of Old Bridge. She has
prepared Master Plan Reexamination reports, Master Plan
Elements – such as Housing Element and Fair Share Plans, Land
Use Elements, Open Space and Recreation Elements, and
Comprehensive Master Plans. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING EXPERTISE

Katherine has extensive experience as an Affordable Housing
Planner, which includes: testifying as an expert witness at Third
Round Fairness and Compliance Hearings, preparing Housing
Elements and Fair Share Plans, Spending Plans, monitoring
reports, vacant land adjustment reports, and other required
manuals and tracking reports; as well as participating and leading
mediation with housing developers and the Fair Share Housing
Center during the Third Round.

Katherine has worked closely with municipalities in Morris County,
including Florham Park Borough and Randolph Township; in
Sussex County, including Sparta Township; in Burlington County,
including Mt. Laurel Township; and in Middlesex County, including
Metuchen Borough. Katherine has been qualified as an expert in
Affordable Housing before Superior Courts in multiple vicinages
throughout New Jersey, including: Honorable Judge Paula T. Dow in
Burlington County; Honorable Judge Stephen C. Hansbury and
Honorable Judge Maryann L Nergaard in Morris County; and
Honorable Judge Karen M. Cassidy in Union County. 

Katherine Sarmad, P.P., A.I.C.P

Founder and Principal of
Sarmad Planning Group

EDUCATION

University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Bachelor of the Arts 

 History with Biology Minor, 2012

Rutgers, the State University of New
Jersey, 

Edward J. Bloustein School
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Masters in City and Regional
Planning, 2015

LICENSES AND ACCREDITATIONS 

Licensed with the American Institute
of Certified Planners (AICP)
AICP Certification #: 029457

NJ Licensed Professional Planner
#33LI00634300

Member of American Planning
Association (APA)
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GIS AND MAPPING

Katherine has graduate-level classroom education in ArcGIS
mapping software from the Edward J. Bloustein School at Rutgers
University, including “Intro to GIS for Planning and Policy” and
“Graphical Communication for Planners”. She has a decade of
experience in mapping, and a strong expertise in utilizing both
publicly available data sets and layers and creating unique
shapefiles.

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS
 
Prior to her position as Township Planner in Old Bridge, Katherine
also served as a member of the Township of Old Bridge Planning
Board for four years as the Mayor’s Designee. Katherine is an active
member of the American Planning Association and an accredited
member of the American Institute of Certified Planners. Katherine
has participated in mentorship programs through the APA to
mentor new candidates nationwide that are interested in obtaining
their credentials. 

Katherine Sarmad, P.P., A.I.C.P
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